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CHANGING THE WAY WE LOOK

| am intrigued by the advertisements in maga-
zines and newspapers that offer products and ser-
vices that can change the way we look physically.
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There are weight-loss products and procedures DEACONS
that can give us back the youthful figure that has Frank Edwards
been lost by the accumulation of birth days and
pounds. Then there are the salons that offer pedi-
cures, manicures, tanning, anti-aging therapy, and
hair and skin products. There are dentists who offer
to create great smiles by tooth whitening, colored
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fillings, and other smile improving services. Derma- PREACHER
tologists have entered the appearance arena by of-
fering cosmetic dermatologyd that is skin treatment Charles Murray

for the purpose of looking better. MEN WE SUPPORT
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Obviously, all this emphasis is on the physical must not forget

body and how we look. While there may be a need
to change our physical appearance, we must not for- that hOW we IOOk

get that how we look spiritually is of far greater sig- Spiritually iS Of far
nificance. People in the world, in general, pay at-
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tention to outward appearances, but have little con- reater WEB: skvviewchurch.or
cern for how they look inwardly. The Christian, g i -ord
however, should focus on the inward man and not on S|gn|f|cance_ Sermons & lessons now on
the outward. Comcast

Notice what Peter said concerning women who
ar e Chr i Youribeamysshould riot come from FOR THE RECORD
outward adornment, such as braided hair and the
wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it August 3, 2008

should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, ATTENDANCE
which 7 s of great wbPeteth3:3/4y7 Weardst undesstargdh t 0 —
that Peter is not condemning out warod o8ubday Momdngt , or havi

wearing-nameand!| ot hes o rdwhateherisi saying is ¢hatedyigdy Evening
women, and this applies to men as well, should be concerned with adorning the

inner self, which he points out is of great worth to God. (continued on back page) Wednesday Evening
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Since we need to focus on how we look spiritually, we should consider how we adorn
the inner self. Peter tells women one way they can do this by having a quiet and gentle
spirit. There are also numerous passages that speak to how we should adorn or dress the
spirit. Paul e X Yauevers raught, with regardkice your former way offi
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made
new in the attitude of your minds, and to put on the new self, created to be like God in
true ri ght eous neEphesiang §:22-24). / Wernee 4okl dere that we must

put on the new self which is done by having a new attitude.
Paul repeats the same thing to the Colossian church:
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowl-
H edge in the image of its Creatoro Col ossi ans
Slnceweneedtinges: ﬁgTherefore, (as God' s ¢
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
to fOCUS on howgent/eness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive Adult fi auditorium
whatever grievances you may have against one another. For- class

we IOOk give as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put 2 Corinthians

.. on love, which binds them all together in perfect Taught by
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ing for the body, we adorn the spirit with the very best of Theogg hots
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Self_ within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immor- )
ality, theft. murder, adultery, — greed, malice, deceit lewad- With Bob Owen

ness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come g, ution Series with

from inside and make a man ‘unclean.” (Mark 7: 21-23). If

our heart is dressed with thesBgddyfaynecl eano tr
change the way we look. We need to take off the old self and put on the new. November 2008

The first step in changing the way we | ook sfgrafofyouwmad |y i
were baptized [ nto Chri st hav(Balattahso 3:2T)e dhisymeans thaewelbeceome more 1 C/
and more Christ-liked we replace the evil traits with good ones. We put off the old man of sin and we put on the new
man, clothing the spirit in righteousness. Peter tells us to add certain virtues to our lives and in so doing we are chang-
ing the way we look.  For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness, and to goodness, knowl-
edge, and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance,; and to perseverance, godliness, and to godli-
ness, brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they
will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does
not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. Therefore,
my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall,
and you will receive a rich welcome [ nto t he(lketeell5/AlB./ ki ng

Going back to the title of this study, AChanging The Wa

| ook?0 Not how do | |l ook physically, but how do | | ook
spent to improve the looks of this physical body. And the truth is, not too many people really care about how others
|l ook anyway. They may take a quick glance and say, fATha

what they really seed what really stands out and grabs their attention is how we act. How we act is proportionate to

how we dress the inner man. This is what others see. Our attitudes, our kindness, our compassion, our love 0 these are

the things that really draw the attention of others. T
truth to that. Outward beauty can be attained, but it one day will fade. All the money spent to remove wrinkles, to

whiten teeth, to lose weight, to alter how we look will be wasted because these physical changes will not last. But when

we adorn the spirit, when we change the way we look spiritually, we are making eternal changes & they will last forever.

Looking good physically may help our egos and may even result in some complements from others, but looking good
spiritually will result in much greater benefits. Adorning the spirit will assure us that we receive a rich welcome into

the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Put Christ on in baptism, if you are not a Christian. If you are a Christian, continue to be clothed in Him. CE M
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