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GAS FOR LESS....GOD FOR FREE

“God and His church care about the issues they face.’

gas for 150 people as members washed windshields
and gave away air fresheners with the church logo.
The preacher for this congregation boasted....”it is a
great story in the community.”

The congregation also mails thousands of post-
cards to residents in its ZIP code area offering $10
gas cards when they show up at services and a fol-
low-up $5 gift card to Dunkin Doughnuts. The
preacher explained: "My goal is that every single
person in town will know about the church of
Christ.” In addition to Bible study they also offer
recreational activities such as hiking and basketball.

I guess if you offer enough you can “buy” peo-
ple’s church attendance. I cannot help but wonder if
the residents of this city who took advantage of this
church’s offer were interested in “gassing-up” or in
being saved?

The early New Testament church also attracted
“visitors” to their services. Thousands were
“attracted” to meet with these Christians to learn
more about this Jesus they worshipped. But there
were no offers of “discounted buckets of oats” for
their donkeys. There was no “gift card” to be used
at the local market place. = Those who met with
these Christians were not “paid” to assemble. And
yet, | imagine that every single person in Jerusalem

It was bound to happen! As churches look
for more gimmicks by which to allure people to
attend their services, it is no surprise, with the
price of fuel, that some would use discounted
gasoline as a major attraction. Such "“bait”
might be something some denominations would
try, but it is alarming when some of our breth-
ren (even more liberal minded brethren) use
this as a means of drawing people.

According to an article in the latest issue of

a liberal “brotherhood” publication, a congrega-
| tion in New Jersey recently sponsored a “Gas
Buy Down” as a way of showing residents that

" This congregation bought

| guess if you
offer enough
you can
“buy”
people’s
church
attendance.

knew about the Jerusalem church of Christ | am also confident that what the early
church did made “a great story in the community” without the need for any gim-
micks or gift cards or free fuel for their mode of transportation. Peter in the first
sermon following the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, standing up
with the eleven raised his voice and said, "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jeru-
salem, let this be known to you, and heed my words” (Acts 2:14) (back page)
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Peter then proceeded to proclaim unto them the Jesus of Nazareth they had crucified
and whom God had raised from the dead. Those who heard and received these words
were obedient by being baptized and on that day three thousand souls were added to
them (Acts 2:41). This first congregation continued to attract people and draw people to
their assemblies without utilizing any kind of secular gimmick or offering anything other
than the pure, simple, saving gospel of Jesus Christ!

Jesus said, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men to myself” (John 12:32). On the day of Pente-
cost, when more than three thousand were drawn to God, it

i was the message of the crucified Jesus that drew them. They
JeSUS Sald’ were not drawn by some superficial means, it was the power-
ful message of the gospel.  Paul was inspired later to write, */

“But | , am noNsiym& dthe gdkpel, because it is the power of God o
. for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, Adult—(:?;;jsltorlum
am lifted up then for the Gentile” Romans 1:16). 2 Corinthians

There are several sobering facts that we must consider. Taught by
from the earth, First, whatever “draws” a person to attend an assembly must ~ Charles Murray

: . . Room #4
. be kept permanently if the person drawn remains with that
. The Prophet
W|" dra.W a" group. Jesus condemned some who had been drawn to Him TZu;cr)lgb?/s
because they came for the wrong reason. “Jesus answered, "I Jarred Shaw

mehn unto tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you
saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had
my s e | fyour 7 (John 6:26). When Jesus taught them the truth— GOSPEL MEETINGS

that He was the “food” they needed, * From this time many of EALL 2008

his disciples turned back and no longer followed him” (John

6:66). When people are drawn by food or gasoline or by fun With Bob Owen

and games, when all this ends they will react in the same way.

They will turn back and no longer follow Jesus. Another thing EVvolution Series with
to consider: If people are drawn by discounted gasoline and gift cards what will it take to
keep them? If they are attracted by these gimmicks there will be the need to make the
attraction greater and greater to keep them. November 2008

Buddy Payne

It is expected that the denominational world would turn to such tactics to draw people to their assemblies. But it is
very alarming that some who call themselves “brethren” would resort to such. Israel was tempted by the nations
around them. They wanted to be like them. So, they gradually adopted the foreign nations’ religion and way of life.
They wanted a king like other nations so they rejected God as their King.

The goals of this New Jersey congregation may be noble. What congregation would not want “every single person in
town to know” about Jesus? What congregation would not want to tell “a great story in the community” ? Isn’t that
the mission of the church? Are we not commanded to “go preach the gospel to every creature”? Are we not expected
to “make disciples of all the nations”? Our purpose as a church is to show people in the community the way to Christ.
But we do this, not by filling their gas tanks and stomachs—we do this by filling their spirits with the good news of the
saving gospel of Christ. We do this by showing they are lost without Jesus. We point out that Jesus is “the way the
truth and the life” and that no man can come to God except through Jesus Christ. We do this by Christ living in each
member of the congregation. We can not accomplish this mission by offering recreational exercises, we do this by the
“exercising of our senses” (Hebrews 5:14), along with the “solid food” of the gospel message.

This New Jersey church has a noble mission in “helping reach out to the unchurched people who are missing from
the fold of Christ,” but they are not going to help them enter that fold by offering discounted gas and gift cards to local
eateries. They can only accomplish this mission by offering them the “bread of life.”

I know the argument! We have to get them to the assembly in order to teach them! Offering discounted gasoline
or gift cards is simply a method of getting people to the building so they can be taught. Sounds reasonable, doesn't it?
But the truth of the matter is what ever it takes to get them to the building must be continued to keep them there.
What's next? Helping the community make their mortgage payments? That would draw people more than discounted
gasoline. How about paying one month'’s electric bill? I imagine many would be drawn by this one.

Let’ face it! There is no drawing power that will “keep” people except the gospel of Christ. Like Paul, I am not
ashamed to offer them the gospel, God'’s only “power” to save. After all the “gimmicks” and “come-ons” man can think
-up, no man can come to God except God draws them through His beloved Son. CEM
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