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     The Parliament in Spain is considering legisla-
tion that would grant human rights to chimpan-
zees, bonobos, gorillas and orangutans.  Known 
as the “Great Ape Project,”  if passed these laws 
would regard apes as part of a “community of 
equals” with humans.   The environment commit-
tee of the Spanish Parliament argues that apes 
are our closest biological relatives, sharing some 
of the same DNA as humans, and therefore are 
entitled to some of the same rights as humans.   
Ingrid Newkirk, a founder of People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, considers Spain‟s vote “a 
great start at breaking down the species barriers, 
under which humans are regarded as godlike and 

the rest of the animal kingdom, whether chimpanzees  or clams, are treated like 
dirt.”   (St Pete Times, Sunday, July 20,2008) 

     This certainly puts a new slant on the results of 
evolution.  Some have argued that it really does no 
harm if a person wants to believe in the theory of 
evolution.   No longer can this argument be made.  
Think of the consequences of granting animals the 
unalienable rights of humans.  As Ms. Newkirk ar-
gued, even clams deserve to be treated as humans.  
If animals, such as clams, are given the same rights 
as humans, no animal can be used as food for hu-
mans.   There are parts of our world where “a gorilla 
is still meat.”  In America we eat veal (made from 
tortured animals) and in Iceland, whale is consumed 
as food.  We eat chickens, cows, pigs and all forms 
of sea creatures.   

     Cannibalism is repugnant to laws of all countries.  
But if animals are granted the same rights as humans 
we will be guilty of cannibalism every time we con-
sume any animal as food.  According to the theory of 
evolution human life has evolved from a one-cell or-
ganism which washed up on the shore.  If this one-
cell organism is our ancestor, then everything in-
between that and human life must also be consid-
ered ancestors.   Can you see where such reasoning 
leads?  Is there not an inherent danger in such think-
ing? 

      When human law intervenes in our primate-eat-primate world, it is on a sliding 
scale.  Animal cruelty laws may protect larger animals, but in a slaughter-house, 
chickens are sent alive and squawking into a throat-slitting machine and a scalding 
bath and nothing is considered inhuman about it.   So, there is some inequity in 
granting “rights” to animals.                                         (Continued on back page) 
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     Granting “human rights” to apes and other animals undermines the divine will of God 
that puts humans over animals.  Of course the evolutionist does not believe in God or in 
the Will of God, the Bible.  However, in the account of Creation, (which is the only believ-
able record of how we got here), God gave dominion to man over every living thing.  
“....and God said to them, „Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue, have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth”  (Genesis 1:28).  After the flood, God re-
emphasized man‟s dominion over the animal kingdom by al-
lowing animals to be food for man.  “Every moving thing that 
lives shall be food for you”   (Genesis 9:3).  Later, when the 
Law was given through Moses, God regulated the eating of 
animals by showing which animal was clean and which was 
unclean—which could be used for food and which could not.  
But, the point is, that God never intended animals to have the 
same position in His order that He gave to man. 

     There is another very important factor that needs to be 
considered.  Man is made in God‟s image (Genesis 1:26,27).  
This means that human life is different from animal life.  No-
where does the Bible say anything about animal life being in 
the image of God.  Mankind has an eternal spirit—this is what 
is meant by being in the “image of God.”  Animals do not have 
spirits.  Animal existence ends with death while man‟s exis-
tence continues on in spirit form after death.  Humans have 
the God given gift of moral choice.  Animals act on instinct 
and can not make moral judgments.   

     One of the most dangerous trends that has come about 
through the teaching of evolution is the actions and conduct 
of humans who have been taught they are nothing but a 

higher form of animal life.  When men are taught they are nothing but animals, we can 
expect them to act like animals.  We see this acted out today in our society.  Many live 
without any moral compass or direction.  They act on natural instinct just like animals. 
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     Let‟s imagine that Spain passes this proposed legislation that grants “human rights” to apes.  Can you think of all the 
ramifications of this.  Humans  have been given rights not only by God, but by our Constitution.  Yet, not all humans 
have the same rights.   Some privileges and rights are with held from some due to various circumstances.  Some hu-
mans lose their right to drive an automobile, to vote, to bear arms, and so on.  With the granting of “human rights” to 
apes, what will be the restrictions?  Will they be granted the right to drive, vote, bear arms and other things that even 
some humans do not have the right to do?  What a dilemma is created when men try to change what God has set in 
order.  We cannot image all of the problems this will open the door for.  Such thinking, according to some religionists 
will lead to more abortions, euthanasia and ethnic cleansing, because humans and animals will become equal.   

     The truth is apes are not equal with man.  The truth is man did not evolve from apes or from any other lower form 
of animal life.  The truth is that God created man in His own image, having an eternal spirit, and gave man dominion 
over all other living things.   The truth is that man is a free-moral agent with the ability to make moral choices.  The 
truth is that animals do not make moral choices, but rather their actions are based totally on natural instincts. 

     The truth is that as more and more anti-godly philosophies such as granting “human rights” to apes, begin to sur-
face, more and more mankind will change their behavior into natural instinctive action rather than be held responsible 
for moral choices.   The evil that is so prevalent in our society today will look like a Sunday school picnic compared to 
what will result when humanity buys into the false doctrine of evolution and that all life is basically the same.  We can 
see the signs of this already.  It will only worsen.  Paul said that Christians will suffer persecution, “while evil men and 
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived”  (2 Timothy 3:13).  You think it is bad now?  You 
think evil prevails now?  You think world conditions are bad with wars taking place?  You haven‟t seen anything yet!  
Just wait until all mankind is convinced they came from apes and other lower forms of animal life.  Just wait until there 
is absolutely no moral compass and everyone‟s behavior is based on natural instinct. 

     God created man as a free-moral agent.  You can choose whether to believe the philosophies of man who deny God 
and His creative power, or believe God and His divine revelation to man.   Not only does it matter in this life—but it mat-
ters in the life to come.   Your right as a human is to believe that God is and to act accordingly.                         CEM  


