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TOLERANCE IN RELIGION

According to some recent surveys Americans who
-\; believe in Christianity do not believe their religion is
\\\“—//\ the only way that leads to eternal life. Consequently,

) a large percentage of believers change their religious

e\ affiliation and beliefs about as often as a butterfly

' goes from flower to flower.

\’\( = The increase in the number of religious denomi-
\\‘// nations no doubt, has contributed to this thinking
1 /| among professed believers. A person can choose a
“ church or religion much like going to a supermarket
and choosing certain brands. If a person looks long
enough they can find a church or religion that meets
their demands or one they like. Often a religion is chosen on the basis of what it
offers the believer. Entertainment, recreation and meeting social and physical
needs are often the criteria used to determine which
church is chosen. Many times a church is chosen The new
without the believer knowing what the church
teaches. Some have been members of a particular “tolerance in
religion for a few years without knowing or under-

standing the doctrine of that church. re”gion" concept
The new “tolerance in religion” concept is not i .

really new; it's has been around for years. It is the IS not new,

same idea that has always been expressed: “All it has been

roads lead to heaven.” "It doesn't matter which road
you travel—we will all arrive in heaven.” So folks just qround for years.
pick and choose what suits them in religion without
considering what God has said in His word, the Bible.

It is the same
Religious division among so-called believers is )

condemned by the very God that most people wor- idea that has
ship. Jesus prayed to God the Father and requested
that all believers be united. After praying for His a|WayS been
chosen disciples, he then said, "I do not pray for “
these alone; but also for those who believe in Me — €Xpressed: “All
through their word; that they may all be one, as You,
Father are in Me, and I in you; that they also may roads Iead to
be one in Us, that the world may believe that You h eaven
sent Me” (John 17:20-21). Jesus was not tolerant '
of religious division among believers. In fact, He said
that unity was necessary to have proper faith in Him
as the One sent by the Father. Unity is based on
truth and in John 17:17, Jesus stated that the word of God is truth. Truth is abso-
lute! How can all of the religions and denominations that exist today be based on
truth when they conflict with each other? Truth does not contradict truth. Yet the
religious world is divided on many of the basic and fundamental truths that are
revealed in the Bible. "It is all a matter of interpretation,” they say. “Or we all
understand the Bible differently,” is also suggested. (Continued on back)
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When talking about the way to eternal life, Jesus narrowed the path down to one. He
said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me” (John 14:6). Jesus did not say He was “a” way, but “the” way. The only way to the
Father, or eternal life, is through Jesus Christ. Any religion that rejects Christ as the way
to heaven is a false religion.

Many people believe that all Protestant churches are in-
struments of salvation—they all lead to heaven. Again, this is
not what Jesus taught. In Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, "I wil/
build My church.” 1t is important to notice the word “church”

Many peop|e is singular. Jesus did not promise to build churches, but His

) church— one church, not many. Acts 2:47 states that "the

believe that all  1ord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”

Again notice the singular article “the.” Saved people were not o

Protestant added to many churches, but to “the” church. The Protestant Ad“'t_‘?”d'to”“m
denominations did not exist at that time, so no saved person cass

CthCheS ale IN-  \as ever added to a denomination. They were added to the ! ?g&gﬁ?&ns
struments Of one” church Jesus established. Ch?eré%?n M#uzray
. Further evidence that there is only one church—only one The Prophets
Sa|Vat|0n—they all way to heaven—is seen in Ephesians 1: 22,23 where the Taught by
church is identified as the body of Christ. Colossians 1:18 also Jarred Shaw
lead to tells us that His body is the church. How many bodies does
Christ have? The important answer to this question is found
heaven. in Ephesians 4:4—"There is one body.” If the body is the

church and there is only one body, the only correct conclusion

is there is only one church. This certainly refutes the doctrine

that all churches are “instruments of salvation.” Acts 2:47

shows us that the saved are added to the church by the Lord. GOSPEL MEETINGS

There is no one saved that is not added to the one church, the
one body of Christ. There is also no one saved outside of that one body or one church. FALL 2008
In Ephesians 5:23, we are told that Christ is the Savior of the body, the church. So the With Bob Owen
path to heaven is not made up of many ways—but only one.

Not only did Christ pray for unity among believers (John 17:21), but Paul condemned division among Christians in 1
Corinthians 1. His plea was "that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (verse 10). There can be no unity among
believers when they are taught there are many ways leading to heaven. The denominational churches all teach differ-
ent doctrines, worship differently and even have differing terms of membership. This is in absolute opposition to what
Jesus prayed for and what Paul plead for. These differences in the many churches also are in contrast to truth. Truth is
absolute. When one doctrine contradicts another doctrine, they cannot both be truth. It is only truth that will set us
free.

According to some of the surveys, man may be growing more tolerant toward different religions. But God isn't. God
has never tolerated or accepted the divided world of religion. “Isn't this being narrow-minded?” you may be thinking.
Yes—it is narrow—but consider what Jesus taught: "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way
that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which
leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13,14).

A recent poll indicated that the majority of Americans who claim to be religious ( 82%) believe many religions can
lead to eternal life. This majority are the “many” that Jesus described as being on the broad way that leads to destruc-
tion. The majority may believe that religious tolerance is the right way, but they need to heed the warning: "There is a
way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:21).

Friend, not every religion will get you to heaven. There is one way—one path—that is through Jesus Christ. It is by
being in His one body, the one church, that He established. You can be added to His church by obedience to His com-
mands. "He who believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). "And the Lord added daily to the church those
who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). We are all baptized into one body, one church (1 Corinthians 12:13). Man may
be tolerant, but God is intolerant when it comes to the way to eternal salvation. This may be narrow—but it is the nar-
row way that leads to life and the broad way of tolerance that leads to death. Which path will you choose? CEM
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